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   The “dust” from the 2012 special legislative session has now settled. Accomplishments were rather slim, especially considering there were 30 bills (unofficially) not acted upon at the time of adjournment sin die, May 9th. Those bills will be covered at the completion of the regular session legislation and the Governor acts. The civil unions bill was killed in committee as many expected would happen. House Speaker Frank McNulty, R-El Paso, accomplished political maneuvering not often seen down under the gold dome, and maneuvering that just may come back to haunt Republicans in the upcoming election. 
Senate Concurrent Resolution 12-002 was postponed indefinitely on April 18th. SCR 002 would have referred a constitutional amendment to voters in Colorado whereby a lottery for state veterans assistance would be created and required the General Assembly to “enact legislation to facilitate the operation of the provisions.” 
Point-of-Information: A matter such as this – referral of a constitutional amendment to the voters – if approved by the voters has this advantage. Legislators can’t immediately in the next session “fix it” to their liking as happens far too often when things are done by statute. 
House Bill 12-1339 was signed by the Governor on April 26th. The bottom line, blunt conclusion on this bill is, the state has poured so much money into the Colorado Benefits Management System, it can’t afford to throw it in the trash can ($300 million and growing since 2004). The system is now so old, that modernization is required – now get this, HB 1339 authorizes $17 million more toward modernizing a system that has NEVER worked as it was supposed to! A warning issued by federal auditors in July, 2011 advised Colorado that it was in danger of losing Medicaid money if the system was not fixed in that there had been no significant improvement in five years. 
House Bill 12-1343 was signed by Governor Hickenlooper on May 3rd. Colorado has had a State Rail Bank Fund for an undetermined number of years. The monies in the fund are to be used for acquisition of abandoned rail lines or rights-of-way, maintenance, improvement or disposal. Not a cheap undertaking! The purchase of a short-line freight railroad running from Towner to N.A. Junction in southeast Colorado cost approximately $9.4 million.
Senate Bill 12-134 was signed by the Governor on May 7th, and imposes new requirements on hospitals regarding financial aid to qualified patients who are uninsured, meet federal poverty income guidelines and do not qualify for the Colorado Indigent Care Program. Additionally, the bill broadens information dissemination as to what is available in the way of financial assistance, charity care and payment plan policies. 
Senate Bill 12-159 was signed by the Governor on May 24th, and means improved services for children diagnosed with autism and receiving Medicaid home- and community-based services through the Children With Autism waiver program. Provisions in SB 159 direct the Colorado Department of Health Care Policy and Financing to “develop criteria for program eligibility that prioritizes enrollment of children with autism who are most vulnerable to being institutionalized and have significant intellectual and adoptive behavior impairments.” 
House Bill 12-1326 (erroneously show as HB 12-1236 in the April 30th edition of Eye on the Legislature) was signed by the Governor on May 24th, and increased assistance to the elderly from $699.00 per month to $725.00.
Senate Bill 12-083 was deemed lost as it was under consideration by the House Committee on Legislative Council upon adjournment sin die of the Sixty-Eighth General Assembly, whereupon SB 12-083 was returned to the House – officially postponed on May 10th. 
Senate Bill 12-183 was passed unanimously by the full Senate (with minor amendment) on May 8th, only to be deemed lost by way of the Republican filibuster. SB 183 would have required natural gas and electric utilities to not disconnect utility heating services during the cold weather period from November 1st through March 31st, when a customer shows documentation for being eligible and has applied for low-income energy assistance, or a customer is a member of the military deployed on active duty or who shares a household with a service member who is deployed on active duty. SB 183 was a late-introduced bill – April 30th – by term-limited Senator Betty Boyd, D-Jefferson. 
The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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